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their German comrades on foot and in carriages, A lau^huhl**
incident arose whenever such a group met German or KnglNh
.naval officers, and our sailors dropped tho arm of their
English comrades, In order to form front. As this style of
salute was unknown in England, there used generally to comt;
from the ranks of the British comrades a pux/led Inquiry ;
" Hallo, Jack, why do you heave to ? '*

Since the resident Commander at Kiel, tho distinguished
Admiral Batseh, had served in the Kn^Iish Navy, he* was only
too familiar with the conduct of an ICnglish <re\v on shore
Jeavo. He therefore had the port guard-room amply provided
with straw. On the hods prepared there the " bodies " brought
from the drink-shops were, laid, according to their ships, and
taken on board each, hour by the steamers that stood ready.
Thus anxiety about tho men on leave was allayed. The
British squadron welcomed with grateful thanks an innovation
which the Englishmen had not previously experienced in any
port in the world, and which testified, to Geminii foresight and
thoroughness. None the less a number of men did not return
from their trips ashore, hut took the opportunity to desert*

1 had an unsought opportunity myself of becoming acquainted
with the behaviour of British sailors* On the evening before
the squadron sailed the landing stages were so crowded with
men returning from leave in exuberant spirits, that the Duke
found it necessary, personally, to conduct us ashore, with tho
help of his A.IXC., Commander Le Strange, We lauded at the
" Castle-Bridge/* and the Duke was himself obliged to accom-
pany us through the noisy throng. Under the protection of
his admiral's uniform this was successfully done. Nevertheless
we were often in danger of being pushed into tho walor by
those ''unsteady figures/'

After a stay of five or six days, passed in every respect:
harmoniously, our English guests weighed anchor.

On the morning of their departure I wont ou board the
" (Mile/' in order, with four other ships, to escort the Biitish
squadron to the open sea, while Prince .Henry sailed for
England on board the "Hercules/' On the "Grille," with
his (lag-lieutenant, was the Squadron Commander, Admiral